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PAKISTAN STUDIES NOTES
CLASS 10

UNIT 01: SOCIETY AND CULTURE OF PAKISTAN

Brief Answers

1. How do regional festivals contribute to cultural diversity in Pakistan?

Regional festivals (like Basant in Punjab, Jashan-e-Larkana in Sindh, or Kalash festivals in KPK) show the
unique traditions, languages, food, and music of each area. They act as living displays of Pakistan's many
different cultures, proving it's not a single, uniform country.

2. How has globalization affected Pakistani society?
Globalization has had both good and bad effects:

e Positive: Better access to technology (internet, mobile phones), new entertainment (TV shows,
movies), and exposure to global ideas (education, women's rights).

¢ Negative: Traditional values are sometimes weakened, local languages are under threat, and a
"Western" lifestyle is often seen as superior, which can erode local culture.

3. What impact has feudalism had on the social structure in rural Pakistan?

Feudalism has created a system of hierarchy and inequality. A few powerful landlords (waderas) control
most of the land and resources. The poor farmers (haris) are often uneducated, in debt, and completely
dependent on the landlords, which stops social progress and keeps poverty in place.

4. What is social stratification?

Social stratification is the way a society ranks its people into different groups or layers (like layers of a
cake). This ranking is based on things like wealth, family name, job, or education, where some groups
have more power, money, and respect than others.

5. Name two principles shared by the major Sufi mystical orders in Pakistan.
e Divine Love (Ishq-e-Haqiqi): The belief that the path to God is through intense, passionate love.

e Unity of Being (Wahdat-ul-Wujood): The idea that everything in the universe is a reflection of
God, so we should see God in all of His creation.



Detailed Answers

1. Discuss the influence of various cultural elements on cultural diversity in Pakistan.

Pakistani society is like a beautiful tapestry woven from many different colored threads. Various cultural
elements both promote and create variation in this diversity.

Language: Pakistan has many regional languages like Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto, and Balochi. Each
language carries its own poetry, folklore, and history. This creates wonderful variation.
However, the promotion of Urdu as a national language helps unite everyone and allows people
from different regions to communicate.

o Example: A Sindhi poet's work is different from a Pashto poet's, showing diversity. But
when translated into Urdu, everyone can appreciate it, promoting shared culture.

Music and Dance: Each region has its own unique music and dance styles. The

energetic Bhangra of Punjab is very different from the graceful Attan of KPK or the soulful music
of Sindhi Sufi shrines. This shows great diversity. At the same time, national songs, especially on
events like Independence Day, use a mix of these styles to promote a unified Pakistani identity.

Food: Food varies greatly from region to region. Sajji is a signature dish of Balochistan,

while Sindhi Biryani is famous in Sindh. This variation shows diverse tastes and agricultural
products. Yet, dishes like Biryani and Nihari are loved all over the country, acting as a unifying
cultural element.

Religion: While Islam is a major unifying force, the way it is practiced can vary. The traditions at
a Sufi shrine in Punjab can be very different from the practices in a mosque in KPK. This shows
diversity within a shared faith.

Conclusion: These elements create a rich diversity within regions, while also providing common ground
that promotes a shared national identity.

2. Analyze the origin and development of folklore and drama in Pakistan.

Folklore:

Origin: Pakistani folklore is ancient, passed down orally through generations. It comes from the
stories, poems, and songs of farmers, villagers, and nomadic tribes long before Pakistan was
created in 1947. It is deeply rooted in the Indus Valley civilization and the various empires that
ruled the land.

Development & Influence: Folklore includes heroic tales like Dastan-e-Amir Hamza, romantic
tragedies like Sassi Punnu and Heer Ranjha, and the wise sayings of characters like Mullah
Nasruddin. These stories teach moral lessons, preserve history, and express the joys and
sorrows of common people. They have heavily influenced modern Pakistani TV dramas,
literature, and poetry, keeping the cultural heritage alive.



Drama:

e Origin: Traditional drama forms like folk theatre (Lok Natya), puppet shows,
and Bhand (comedic performances) have existed for centuries. Modern drama began with radio
plays in the mid-20th century.

e Development & Influence: Pakistani television (PTV) became the main platform for drama from
the 1960s onward. Early plays like Khuda Ki Basti were socially conscious. Over time, TV dramas
became the most popular form of entertainment. They have a huge influence on society—they
raise awareness about social issues (like corruption, women's rights, and class difference), shape
fashion trends, and influence public opinion on topics like family and marriage.

3. Examine the concept of unity with reference to regional cultures leading to national integration.

National integration means different groups in a country feeling like one nation. In Pakistan, unity
doesn't mean all regional cultures become the same. Instead, it means "Unity in Diversity."

This concept works in the following ways:

o Shared National Identity: Despite different languages and traditions, all Pakistanis share a
national identity. They celebrate national days (like Independence Day on August 14), rally
behind the national cricket team, and respect the national flag and anthem. These symbols
create a feeling of belonging to one country.

e  Cultural Exchange: When people from Punjab enjoy Sindhi Ajrak prints or when people from
Karachi listen to Pashto music, it builds mutual appreciation and breaks down regional
prejudices. This exchange shows that regional cultures are not a threat, but a valuable part of
the whole nation.

e Common Values: Underneath the surface-level differences, most regional cultures in Pakistan
share common values, such as respect for elders, hospitality, and a strong family system.
Recognizing these shared values strengthens the feeling of unity.

e The Role of Media: National media, especially Urdu news and dramas, often feature stories and
characters from all regions. This helps people in one part of the country understand and relate
to the lives of people in other parts, fostering a sense of a shared national life.

Conclusion: Unity is achieved when people feel proud of their own regional culture and also feel a
stronger, overarching pride in being Pakistani.

4. Analyze the development of Pakistani society in relation to woman's status, feudalism, and
tribalism.

Pakistani society's development has been deeply shaped by the interplay of women's status, feudalism,
and tribalism.

e Feudalism:

o Inrural, feudal-dominated areas, society has been slow to develop. Landlords hold all
the power and resist education and modernization because an uneducated population is



easier to control. This system keeps the masses poor and powerless, hindering national
progress.

e Tribalism:

o Intribal areas (like parts of KPK and Balochistan), society is organized around tribal
codes (Pakhtunwali). Loyalty to the tribe is the highest priority. This can create a parallel
system to the state's law, sometimes leading to conflicts and making it difficult for the
government to implement development projects or education reforms.

¢ Woman's Status:

o The status of women is often the clearest indicator of a society's development. In both
feudal and tribal systems, women's lives are heavily restricted. Their access to
education, healthcare, and choice in marriage is limited. They are often seen as symbols
of family honor.

o Contrast: In urban areas, away from the stronghold of feudalism and tribalism, women
have made significant progress. They are doctors, engineers, entrepreneurs, and artists.
This shows a "two-speed" society where development is uneven.

The Connection: Feudalism and tribalism are often the biggest obstacles to improving women's status.
When a society moves away from these rigid systems, women (and society as a whole) have more
freedom to develop and contribute to the nation.

5. Provide an analysis of the characteristics and key concepts of social stratification.
Analysis of Characteristics and Key Concepts:
Social stratification is a ranking system that is:
e Universal: It exists in every society.
e Harmful: It creates social inequality.
e Persistent: It continues across generations.
Key Concepts:

e Social Class: Groups of people who share a similar economic position (e.g., upper class, middle
class, lower class). This is based on income, wealth, and job type.

e Status: The respect, prestige, or honor attached to a person's position in society. A teacher may
have high status but not high class.

e Power: The ability to get what you want, even against the resistance of others. Politicians and
big business owners have a lot of power.

How does social stratification lead to social inequality?
Social stratification directly creates social inequality by unfairly distributing resources and opportunities.

e Unequal Access to Resources:



o Wealth: The upper classes have most of the wealth, while the lower classes struggle to
meet basic needs.

o Education: Quality education is often expensive. Richer families can send their children
to the best schools, leading to better jobs, while poorer children often miss out,
remaining poor.

¢ Life Chances: A person's social class directly affects their "life chances" —their opportunities for
health, longevity, and safety. A rich person has access to better hospitals and nutrition, while a
poor person does not.

e Status and Prejudice: People in higher strata are often given more respect and are assumed to
be smarter or better. People in lower strata face prejudice and discrimination, making it harder
for them to succeed.

o Power Imbalance: Those at the top have the power to make laws and rules that often protect
their own wealth and status, keeping the lower strata in their place.

Unit 02: Recreation — Sports

Brief Answers

1. Describe how leisure activities contribute to mental well-being.

Leisure activities like sports, hobbies, or spending time with friends help reduce stress, relax the mind,
and make us feel happy. They are a break from daily worries and help prevent feelings of anxiety and
depression.

2. What are some traditional leisure activities that are popular in Pakistani society?
e Kabaddi: A team-based wrestling sport.
e Cricket: Played in every street and field.
¢ Flying Kites (Basant): A popular seasonal festival.
e Storytelling (Dastangoi): Listening to or telling old stories.

3. How do leisure activities help in preserving cultural heritage?
They pass traditions from one generation to the next. For example, when children play traditional games
like Kabaddi or Gulli Danda, or participate in folk dances, they keep their culture alive.

4. Explain how participation in sports can improve physical fitness.

Sports make the body stronger. They improve heart health, build muscles, increase stamina, and help
maintain a healthy weight. For example, running in cricket or football makes the heart and lungs
stronger.

5. What are the benefits of team sports for social development?
Team sports teach important life skills like cooperation, teamwork, communication, and leadership.
They also help build friendships and teach how to win and lose gracefully.

6. Name two international sports in which Pakistan has gained recognition.



Cricket (Pakistan has won the Cricket World Cup).

Field Hockey (Pakistan is a former world champion and Olympic gold medalist).

7. Identify and briefly describe one traditional and one non-traditional sport popular in Pakistan.

Traditional Sport: Kabaddi. A contact team sport where one player (the "raider") has to tag
opponents and return to their side while holding their breath and chanting "kabaddi."

Non-Traditional Sport: Snooker. A cue sport played on a table. Pakistan has produced world
champion snooker players like Muhammad Yousaf.

Detailed Answers

1. Discuss the various psychological benefits of leisure activities.

Leisure activities are very important for our mental health. They act like a reset button for our brain.

Reduces Stress and Anxiety: When you do something you enjoy, like playing a sport or listening
to music, your body releases "feel-good" chemicals called endorphins. This lowers stress
hormones.

o Example in Pakistan: After a long day, many people in Pakistan find peace and mental
relaxation by going for a walk or sitting at a roadside "chai khoka" (tea stall) to chat with
friends, which helps them unwind.

Boosts Self-Esteem and Confidence: Mastering a skill, like learning to play a difficult shot in
cricket or finishing a craft project, gives a sense of achievement.

o Example in Pakistan: A young person who becomes good at a traditional sport like "Gulli
Danda" gains respect in their community, which builds their confidence.

Provides a Sense of Purpose and Social Connection: Leisure activities, especially in groups, fight
feelings of loneliness and isolation. They connect us to others.

o Example in Pakistan: Community cricket matches during Eid or other holidays bring
people together, creating strong social bonds and a shared sense of belonging.

2. Examine the role of leisure activities in fostering community building.

Leisure activities are a powerful glue that holds communities together.

Creating Shared Experiences: When a community comes together for a local cricket tournament
or a festival like Basant, they share a common experience. This breaks down barriers between
different families and social groups.

Strengthening Relationships: Activities like evening walks in parks or playing cards in
community centers provide a neutral space for people to interact. This casual interaction helps
build trust and turn neighbors into friends.



e Promoting Unity and Collective Identity: In villages, traditional games like "Kushti" (wrestling)
or "Buzkashi" are often linked to cultural pride. Supporting local players or teams makes
everyone feel like they are part of one big group, strengthening the community's identity.

3. Analyze the importance of sports as a vital recreational pursuit in Pakistan.
Sports are much more than just games in Pakistan; they are a key part of life.

e Physical Health: Sports like cricket, football, and hockey provide essential exercise. They help
combat lifestyle diseases like obesity and diabetes by keeping the youth active and fit.

¢ Mental Well-being: For many young people, sports are a positive escape from daily pressures.
The excitement of a match, the camaraderie with teammates, and the joy of victory provide a
huge boost to mental health and happiness.

e Social Integration: Sports bring people together regardless of their background. On a cricket
field, it doesn't matter if a player is rich or poor, from Punjab or Sindh. The sport creates a
common ground, promoting national unity and breaking down social and ethnic barriers.

4. Evaluate the impact of traditional sports on preserving cultural heritage.
Traditional sports are like living museums that actively keep our culture alive.

e Reflecting Cultural Values: Traditional sports often mirror the history and environment of a
region.

o Example: The sport of "Mallakhamba" (wrestling with a pole) in Sindh reflects a history
of physical strength and warrior culture. "Tent Pegging" is a cavalry sport that dates
back to times when horse-riding skills were essential for survival and battle.

e Preserving History and Identity: These games are passed down through generations. When
children play "Gulli Danda" or "Kancha," they are connecting with the same games their
grandparents played. This creates a living link to the past.

e Community Celebration: Many traditional sports are central to local festivals and fairs. This
ensures that they are not forgotten and remain a vibrant part of the community's cultural
expression.

5. Assess the current state of football in Pakistan.
Football in Pakistan has a lot of passion but faces significant challenges.

e History and Popularity: Football has a long history in Pakistan, especially in regions like Karachi,
Balochistan, and parts of KPK. It is the second most popular sport after cricket, particularly at
the grassroots level, where it is played in streets and fields everywhere.

e Challenges:

1. Lack of Infrastructure: There are very few proper football fields, training facilities, or
academies.



2. Limited Funding: Football receives a tiny fraction of the funding and media attention
that cricket gets.

3. Administrative Issues: The football federation has faced suspensions from FIFA (the
international governing body), which halted progress for years.

e Future Prospects:

o Positive Signs: The recent lifting of the FIFA ban has brought hope. There is a growing
interest in international football leagues among Pakistani youth.

o The Path Forward: The future depends on investment in infrastructure, better
management, and creating a professional league. If these steps are taken, Pakistan has
the raw talent to develop football significantly.

Unit 03: Constitutional development

Brief Answers

1. What is the significance of the Objective Resolution in shaping the Constitutions of Pakistan?

The Objective Resolution is like the foundation stone for all of Pakistan's constitutions. It declared that
Pakistan would be a democratic state where laws would be based on Islamic principles and that
minorities would be free to practice their religion. Every constitution (1956, 1962, 1973) has followed
these basic ideas.

2. What is the role of the Islamic Ideology Council in Pakistan’s legislative process under the 1973
constitution?

Its main role is to advise the government and parliament. If the government wants to know if a
proposed law is according to Islam, it can ask the Council for its opinion. However, the government is
not forced to follow this advice.

3. Why did Pakistan adopt the Govt of India Act 1935 as an interim constitution after independence?
After independence in 1947, Pakistan had no constitution of its own. Adopting the old Government of
India Act 1935 was a temporary solution to have a set of rules to run the new country's administration
until a proper, permanent constitution could be made.

4. How did the death of Quaid-e-Azam impact the progress of Pakistan's constitution-making process?
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was a strong, unifying leader. His death just a year after
independence created a huge leadership vacuum. Without his guidance, political disagreements grew
stronger, which became a major reason for the delay in making a constitution.

5. How did the Federal Court of Pakistan impact the fate of the first Constituent Assembly?

In 1954, the Governor-General (the head of state) dissolved the first Constituent Assembly because it
was taking too long to make a constitution. The Assembly challenged this. The Federal Court allowed the
dissolution but said a new assembly must be formed to make the constitution. This forced the
government to hold elections for a second assembly.



6. Compare the parliamentary system established under the 1956 Constitution with the current
governance structure in Pakistan.
Both the 1956 Constitution and the current 1973 Constitution have a parliamentary system. This means:

e The Prime Minister is the head of government and has the real power to run the country.

e The President is the head of state with mostly ceremonial powers.
So, the basic structure of power is very similar.

7. Describe the impact of the Basic Democracy system introduced under the 1962 Constitution on
Pakistan's political landscape.

President Ayub Khan's "Basic Democracies" system created a small group of 80,000 elected members
(Basic Democrats) who were supposed to work on local issues. However, the main impact was that this
system weakened democracy because these same 80,000 people also formed the electoral college that
elected the President and assemblies, keeping all power in the hands of a few and not allowing direct
public vote.

8. List the major reasons behind the abrogation of the 1962 Constitution.
e Public Protest: Widespread anger and political unrest against President Ayub Khan's rule.
e War of 1965: The war with India created economic and political problems.

e Transfer of Power: Ayub Khan handed over power to General Yahya Khan, who abolished the
constitution and imposed martial law in 1969.

Detailed Answers

1. Evaluate the role of regionalism and linguistic tensions in delaying the drafting of Pakistan's
constitution.

The main reason for the delay was the disagreement over how much power the central government
should have compared to the provinces. This was fueled by regionalism and language.

e The Issue of Representation: Pakistan had two wings, East and West, separated by India. The
people of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) had a larger population, so they demanded a system
where seats in the national assembly would be based on population. This would have given
them more power.

e Linguistic Tension: People in East Pakistan spoke Bengali. They were angry when Urdu was
declared the only national language in 1948. They felt their culture and identity were being
ignored.

e The Conflict: This led to a huge debate: Should Pakistan have a strong central government (as
West Pakistani leaders wanted) or should the provinces have more power to manage their own
affairs (as East Pakistani leaders demanded)? This fight over federalism stalled the constitution-
making process for nine years.



2. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the presidential system introduced by the 1962
Constitution.

Strengths:

Stability: The President had a lot of power and was elected for a five-year term, which could
provide stable, strong government without the fear of a vote of no-confidence from the
assembly.

Quick Decision-Making: In a presidential system, one person can make decisions quickly, which
can be helpful in times of crisis.

Weaknesses:

Dictatorial Power: The system gave too much power to one person (President Ayub Khan).
There were no checks and balances, which is essential for a democracy.

Weak Democracy: The "Basic Democracies" system was not true democracy. It limited the
people's direct vote and created a small, powerful group that supported the President.

Public Unrest: Because people felt they had no real say in the government, it led to widespread
protests and political instability, which eventually caused the system to collapse.

3. Analyze the impact of the Objectives Resolution on Pakistan's constitutional history.

The Objectives Resolution has been the most important document shaping Pakistan's constitutional
identity.

A Foundation for All Constitutions: It was passed in 1949 and its principles were included as
a Preamble in the 1956, 1962, and 1973 constitutions. Later, in 1985, it was made a substantive
part of the 1973 Constitution, meaning it can be used in court.

Balance Between Islam and Democracy: It successfully combined the ideas of a modern
democratic state (sovereignty belongs to the people) with an Islamic state (sovereignty belongs
to Allah, and laws must follow the Quran and Sunnah). This has been the central theme of
Pakistan's legal system.

Protection for Minorities: It clearly stated that minorities would have the freedom to practice
their religion and that the state would protect their rights. This was a key promise to non-
Muslim citizens.

4. Compare and contrast the 1962 and 1973 Constitutions of Pakistan.

Feature 1962 Constitution 1973 Constitution
Parliamentary System: Power is with the
System of Presidential System: All power ) . v oy
) ] Prime Minister and the elected
Government was with the President.

parliament.



Feature 1962 Constitution 1973 Constitution

Less emphasis initially. The name Strong emphasis. Pakistan was firmly
Role of Islam "Islamic Republic" was dropped named the "Islamic Republic," and laws
and then restored after protests. were to be made according to Islam.

Balance of Power: It tried to create a
better balance of power between the
center and the provinces, giving

Strong Center: The central
Federalism government had most of the

power over the provinces. .
provinces more autonomy.

Used the indirect "Basic Uses a direct vote by the people to elect

Representation o . .
Democracies" system. their representatives.

In short: The 1962 Constitution was designed for a powerful president and weak democracy, while the
1973 Constitution was designed to be more democratic, federal, and Islamic.

Unit 04: Citizenship And Sustainable Society

Brief Answers

1. What is the significance of the rule of law as a fundamental principle of a democratic state?

The rule of law means that everyone, including the government, must follow the same laws. It is
significant because it protects citizens from unfair treatment, ensures order, and guarantees that no one
is above the law.

2. What methods can be proposed to enhance the law and order situation in Pakistan?
e Improving police training and resources.
e Ensuring quick and fair justice in courts.
e Creating community-police partnerships to build trust.
e Tackling the root causes of crime, like poverty and lack of education.

3. Why is citizen participation in community services or volunteer work important?

It is important because it strengthens communities. When people volunteer, they help solve local
problems, build connections with their neighbors, and develop a personal sense of responsibility for
their community's well-being.

4. What are the articles defining Justice and equality?
In the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan:



e Justice: The principles of justice are outlined in the Objective Resolution (which is part of the
Constitution) and Article 2A.

e Equality: The right to equality is guaranteed under Article 25, which states that all citizens are
equal before the law and entitled to equal protection.

5. How do immigration, emigration, and marriages affect citizenship status?

¢ Immigration: A person moving to a new country can often apply to become a citizen of that
country (naturalization).

o Emigration: Leaving one's home country does not automatically mean losing citizenship, but a
person may choose to give it up to become a citizen elsewhere.

e Marriages: Marrying a citizen of another country can sometimes make it easier to acquire that
country's citizenship.

6. Why are a free press, justice, and equality important for a prosperous country?
e A Free Press exposes corruption and keeps leaders accountable.
e Justice ensures that rights are protected and conflicts are resolved fairly.

e Equality allows all citizens to contribute to the economy and society.
Together, they create a stable, fair, and transparent environment where businesses can grow
and people can thrive.

7. How does the concept of "limited resources" act as a barrier to achieving both justice and equality?
Because resources like money, healthcare, and education are limited, it's impossible to give everyone
everything they want. This can create a conflict:

e Isitjustto give more to those who have worked hardest?

e Isitequal to divide everything exactly the same, even if people have different needs?
This challenge can be addressed by focusing on fairness—making sure everyone has a fair
chance and that resources go to those who need them most.

Detailed Answers

1. How do evolving definitions of the rule of law influence social justice, economic growth, and
sustainable development?

The rule of law is no longer just about following rules; it's now seen as a system that must be fair,
transparent, and accessible to all. This evolution has a big impact:

e Social Justice: A modern rule of law means that a poor person and a rich person should get the
same fair treatment in court. In Pakistan, if the legal system is seen as biased or slow, it creates
social injustice and anger. A fair system builds public trust.



e Economic Growth: Businesses invest in countries where contracts are enforced and property
rights are protected. If the rule of law is weak in Pakistan, foreign companies may be afraid to
invest. A strong, predictable legal system encourages investment and creates jobs.

e Sustainable Development (like the 2030 Agenda): Goals like ending poverty and providing
quality education for all (SDGs) require a legal framework. For example, a law against child labor
supports the goal of quality education. In Pakistan, strengthening the rule of law is essential to
achieve these long-term development goals and ensure that progress reaches all regions, not
just the wealthy ones.

2. Analyze the potential benefits and drawbacks that dual citizens might experience.

Benefits of Dual Citizenship:
¢ More Opportunities: Dual citizens can live, work, study, and own property in two countries.
e Social Benefits: They can access healthcare, education, and pensions in both nations.

e Security: It provides a backup option if there is political or economic instability in one of their
home countries.

Drawbacks of Dual Citizenship:

o Dual Obligations: They may have to pay taxes in both countries or be subject to military service
in both.

e Legal Complications: If the two countries have a conflict, their loyalty might be questioned.

¢ Limited Rights: In some countries, dual citizens cannot hold high-level government or security
jobs.

3. How does volunteering for community service projects make people feel more connected to their
community?

Volunteering builds connection through shared experience and purpose. When you work with your
neighbors to clean a park or organize a charity drive, you are no longer just individuals living near each
other; you become a team. You see the direct impact of your work, making you feel proud and
responsible for that park or that charity. This shared effort turns strangers into friends and makes you
feel like you truly belong to and have a stake in your community's future.

4. Describe the challenges of digital citizenship and how a responsible digital citizen can address them.
Challenges:

e Misinformation: False news and rumors spread quickly online.

e Cyberbullying: People can be harassed or bullied on social media.

e Privacy Risks: Personal information can be stolen or misused.
How a Responsible Digital Citizen Acts:

e Thinks Critically: Checks facts before sharing information.



o Shows Respect: Is kind and respectful in online conversations, and reports bullying.

e Protects Privacy: Uses strong passwords and is careful about what personal details they share
online.

5. Evaluate the relationship between justice, equality, and social and economic well-being.
Justice, equality, and well-being are deeply connected:

e Justice + Equality = Well-being: A society where laws are applied fairly (justice) and everyone
has the same opportunities (equality) creates a level playing field. This allows people to get an
education, find good jobs, and improve their lives, leading to better social and economic well-
being for the whole country.

Real-World Challenges:

e Corruption: Corruption destroys justice by allowing the rich and powerful to bypass the law. This
creates massive inequality and steals resources that should be used for everyone's well-being,
like schools and hospitals.

e Systemic Discrimination: When certain groups are discriminated against (e.g., based on gender
or ethnicity), it violates both justice and equality. It prevents talented people from contributing
to the economy, which holds back national progress.

Upholding the Principles:
To uphold these principles, a country must:

1. Strengthen Institutions: Have independent courts and police that fight corruption.

2. Enforce Anti-Discrimination Laws: Ensure that laws promoting equality (like those against
gender discrimination in the workplace) are actually implemented.
This creates a cycle where justice and equality lead to greater well-being, which in turn makes it
easier to maintain a just and equal society.

Unit O5: Foreign Policy

Brief Answers

1. Define foreign policy.

Foreign policy is a government's strategy for dealing with other nations. It includes the decisions and
actions a country takes to protect its national interests, ensure its security, and build economic
relationships abroad.

2. How does Pakistan's strategic location influence its relations with neighboring countries and global
affairs?

Pakistan is at the crossroads of South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East. This makes it:

e Important for Trade: It can be a major trade route (like with CPEC connecting China to the
Arabian Sea).



e Strategically Vital: Major powers like the US and China take a keen interest in Pakistan because
of its location, especially during events like the Soviet war in Afghanistan and the US War on
Terror.

3. Outline the role of public opinion in shaping Pakistan's foreign policy towards regional conflicts.
Public opinion acts as a pressure on the government. For example, if the Pakistani public is strongly
against a certain action by India or the US, the government has to consider these feelings when making
its foreign policy decisions to maintain its popularity and legitimacy.

4. In what ways has India tried to create challenges for Pakistan on the international stage?
India has tried to diplomatically isolate Pakistan by:

e Calling Pakistan a state that supports terrorism in international forums like the UN.
e Lobbying powerful countries to put Pakistan on "grey lists" for monitoring terrorist financing.

5. How did the return of the Taliban to power in 2021 impact Pakistan-Afghanistan relations?
Pakistan hoped for a friendly and stable government. However, the return of the Taliban created new
challenges:

e Positive: The end of a government that was friendly with India.

e Negative: A rise in security threats as terrorist groups like TTP became stronger, using Afghan
soil to launch attacks inside Pakistan.

6. What were the major impacts of the War on Terror on Pakistan?
The impacts were severe and mixed:

e Security & Economy: Pakistan suffered from terrible terrorist attacks, loss of life, and economic
losses worth billions of dollars.

¢ International Aid: It received significant financial and military aid from the United States.

7. How does Pakistan contribute to the unity of the Muslim world through its foreign policy?

Pakistan actively plays the role of a mediator and unifier. It hosts international Islamic summits, raises
issues like Kashmir and Palestine at the UN, and tries to resolve conflicts between Muslim countries (like
between Saudi Arabia and Iran).

Detailed Answers
1. Explain the objectives of Pakistan's Foreign Policy.
The main objectives of Pakistan's foreign policy are:
e National Security: To protect the country from external threats, especially from India.

e Economic Development: To get financial aid, investment, and build trade partnerships to help
the economy grow.

e Promotion of Islamic Unity: To build strong relationships with other Muslim countries.



o Peaceful Resolution of Disputes: To solve issues like Kashmir through peaceful talks and
diplomacy.

In your opinion, has Pakistan's foreign policy been successful?
It has been a mix of success and failure.
e Successes:

o Strong Alliances: Building a "all-weather friendship" with China has been a major
success, bringing huge investments like CPEC.

o Nuclear Power: Becoming a nuclear power has successfully deterred a major war with
India.

¢ Failures/Challenges:

o Unstable Relations with the US: The relationship has been a "rollercoaster," with
Pakistan facing sanctions and then becoming a key ally, only to face criticism again. This
has created instability.

o Kashmir Issue: It has not been successful in resolving the Kashmir dispute in its favor at
the international level.

2. Explain the geopolitical importance of Pakistan.
Pakistan's location gives it great geopolitical importance:

e Gateway to Central Asia: It provides landlocked countries like Afghanistan and Central Asian
states the shortest route to the sea through the port of Gwadar.

¢ Neighbor to Major Powers: It shares borders with rising global powers China and India, and is
next to the strategically vital Middle East.

e At the Center of Regions: It sits where South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East meet,
making it key for trade, energy corridors, and regional politics.

Has Pakistan fully leveraged the potential benefits of its strategic location?

No, not fully. While projects like CPEC are a step in the right direction, Pakistan has not been able to
fully benefit due to:

¢ Internal Problems: Political instability, security issues, and a weak economy scare away
investors.

e Regional Tensions: Continuous tension with India blocks the potential for massive regional trade
that could make Pakistan a true economic hub.

3. Analyze the opportunities and challenges of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
CPEC is a massive project of roads, energy plants, and the Gwadar Port, funded by China.

Opportunities:



e Infrastructure: Building new roads, power plants, and modernizing the country's infrastructure.
e Economy: Creating jobs, ending energy shortages, and boosting economic growth.
e Strategic Depth: Strengthening the crucial alliance with China.
Challenges:
o Debt: Pakistan has taken on a huge amount of debt from China, which is difficult to repay.

e Security: Chinese workers and projects are targets for terrorist groups, requiring expensive
security.

e Regional Opposition: India strongly opposes CPEC because it passes through an area (Gilgit-
Baltistan) that India claims as its own.

4. Analyze Pak-US relations after 9/11.

After the 9/11 attacks in 2001, Pakistan became a key frontline ally for the US in its War on Terror
against Al-Qaeda and the Taliban.

o Key Events & Cooperation:

o Pakistan provided its airbases and land routes for US and NATO supplies into
Afghanistan.

o The US provided Pakistan with billions of dollars in military and economic aid.
e Challenges & Impact on Pakistan's Stability:

o Internal Backlash: Pakistani society was deeply divided. Many saw the war as against
fellow Muslims, leading to a rise in anti-American sentiment.

o Security Crisis: Pakistan faced a brutal wave of terrorism and suicide bombings from
groups who saw the government as a US puppet. Thousands of Pakistani civilians and
soldiers died.

o Distrust: The US often accused Pakistan of "playing a double game" by not acting
against all terrorist groups, leading to a relationship filled with suspicion.

In short, the alliance brought short-term aid but caused long-term internal instability and security
challenges for Pakistan.
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